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Introduction

Believe it or not, as of 2014, over 50% of small 
businesses still do not have a website for marketing 
their product or services. Many decision-makers 
believe that their site is only necessary for leads 
and prospects to refer to after an initial sales 
contact. Despite the fact that almost 60% of the 
decision-making process to purchase is made 
before a buyer ever makes direct contact with the 
company, this outdated belief and practice still 
exists. 

Not all business owners or managers are familiar 
with key aspects of generating leads on their 
website. Take the time to learn more about the 
cultural shift and online marketplace opportunities 
available.

If you’re on top of your company’s online 
marketing efforts, you have a website that:

• Accurately reflects your brand
• Has site landing pages that consistently appear 

near the top of search results
• Presents valuable offers to prospects and leads 

at various stages of the sales funnel
• Contains forms to collect contact information for 

email marketing
• May offer smart content areas that change 

according to the web visitor
• Is smartphone-friendly, easy to navigate, and 

responsive
• Contains useful news, advice, or guides that help 

visitors make informed decisions about your 
product or services

The most common reasons for not having a 
website include:

• Perceived cost 
• Time allotted to developing a website
• Understanding the value of online marketing
• Understanding how to market online
• Staff and support issues
• Inability to maintain content
• Difficulty of identifying a vendor to help design 

and build a website

http://vortexmiami.com
http://offers.vortexmiami.com/keys-to-generate-leads-on-your-website-0?
http://offers.vortexmiami.com/keys-to-generate-leads-on-your-website-0?
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If you have a website, the factors above along with 
these below may be holding you back from having 
a strong online presence:

• Your website content and design don’t accurately 
reflect your brand

• Your website accurately reflects your brand, 
but isn’t generating prospects or leads for your 
business

• Your website isn’t responsive or smartphone-
friendly

If you can relate to 3 or more items on the last two 
lists, it’s time to make a change. 

So, what’s preventing organizations from building or 
upgrading a website? 

If you decide to design and build your organization’s 
website yourself or in-house, there are many 
website building tools to make the job easier.

If you decide to hire a web design firm or freelance 
website designer, having background about website 
building tools can be helpful in your selection 
process.

The purpose of this document is to examine a few 
of the options, and highlight the advantages of 
WordPress as a open-source platform for building 
websites.

http://vortexmiami.com
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1  Static vs. Dynamic Content Management

About 12 years ago, most websites were “static,” 
or built with code and content that does not reside 
in a database. Without a database, changes had 
to be made on an item-by-item or page-by-page 
basis. Typically, the person or team responsible for 
the website had to know about programming code 
in order to design, build, and maintain a site. The 
reality of static websites gave rise to an industry 
of specialists who helped companies bring an 
online presence to life. Whenever a change had 
to be made, a company required the specialist to 
make the change. Eventually, the time and costs 
associated with maintaining and upgrading sites 
became significant. 

According to Wikipedia, websites with databases 
were appearing around 1995, and widespread 
application and development of database websites 
seems to have started around 2002-2003. 

A simplified way to think about database-driven 
sites is that they store text and images in a web 
server database and use programming code to 
instruct the server how to display the information. 

http://vortexmiami.com
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This is generally known as a server-side scripting 
approach.

For several reasons, the operational advantage of 
this approach is that database-driven websites can 
run much faster with little strain on the server’s 
processing power compared with static websites. 

More importantly, a practical advantage is that 
programmers can easily build “administrative 
back-ends” to database websites that allow non-
programmers to manage site content. This “shift” 
exponentially increased the application and 
adoption of websites for online marketing purposes 
and gave rise to an entirely new area of business 
applications for desktop computers, tablets, and 
smartphones.

As of the writing of this publication, there are many 
database-driven website management solutions. 
They tend to fall into two categories: hosted “site-
building” tools or “stand alone content frameworks.”

In terms of hosted “site-building tools”, five well-
established platforms are:

• Homestead.com
• Squarespace.com

• Web.com
• Weebly
• Wix.com

All of these tools offer a of choice of design 
templates, “drag and drop” editing functionality, and 
social marketing tools included for free, or at very 
low cost (if you don’t mind their product branding 
appearing somewhere on your site) If you are 
planning on including an e-commerce component, 
or are a non-profit and want to accept donations, 
these products excel. 

While these hosted site-building solutions tools 
are easy to use, you are locked in to keeping your 
site hosted on their platforms. Even with the low 
cost, the approach can be limiting when it comes 
to adding new features, performance, or design 
changes, because the host is in control of changes 
in functionality or add-on features.

For example, if you choose to move your site from a 
hosted solution down the road, you may be able to 
copy or export or copy your page text and imagery, 
but you’ll most likely have to build a new framework 
to hold the content.

http://vortexmiami.com
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Within certain industries such as dentistry, 
accounting, and real estate, there are very 
specialized hosted site-building tools. They offer 
extra value by pre-tailoring their solutions to the 
industry. A real estate website building tool may 
offer IDX (MLS) functionality and customization 
more reasonably than a general market website-
building tool. A second advantage of these 
specialized tools is that they may offer support and 
marketing advice based on a wealth of experience 
within the sector.

Stand alone Content Frameworks

Custom-built content management systems
If the nature of your content is highly specialized, 
or requires a unique visual presentation or high 
levels of security and privacy due to the nature 
of your content, a custom-built system based on 
.NET or other programming approach may be ideal 
for your company. Rates for the development of 
these systems vary. Many programmers leverage 
“modules” they have previously built for other 
projects and customize the functionality for a new 

situation at a reasonable rate. Other times, you 
are required to pay higher one-time or recurring 
rates for “their investment of time,” much the way 
licensing works.

Open-source content frameworks
Open-source is really a freely shared approach 
to software development. A group of developers 
around the world agree to share ideas and work on 
code together for the benefit of everyone. An open-
source framework is not owned by any one person 
or company. Even so, specialized compatible plug-
ins that add functionality or simplify site building 
are available to be purchased or licensed very 
inexpensively. 

With open-source, a database, images, code, and 
content exist together as a sort of “digital folder” 
that has hooks to take advantage of standard 
hosting packages available worldwide. The big 
advantage to using this type of framework is that 
you can generally move your site whenever and 
wherever you want. Adding functionality can also 
be easy with the addition of “plug-in” code. Open-

http://vortexmiami.com
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source platforms have the added advantage of 
being able to update design or functionality fairly 
easily. For example, there are WordPress solutions 
that include IDX functionality for real estate brokers 
and agencies.

There are many of open-source website content 
management platforms. The most well-known 
open-source platforms are WordPress, Joomla and 
Drupal.

As of 2015, the most popular and widely used 
open-source platform for websites and blogs is 
WordPress.

WordPress began in 2003 as an open-source 
blogging platform. Gradually, through this shared 
development approach, has grown to be the 
platform of choice for millions of sites in multiple 
languages around the world.

Due to the popularity of open-source content 
frameworks, these types of websites can be hosted 
at virtually any popular web hosting company and 
private web servers fairly easily.

A quick online search for “WordPress web hosting” 
will deliver you a myriad of choices.

In terms of hosting, consider the trade-offs that 
come with varying costs. Low-priced solutions may 
be fine for simple website or blog. 

Large multi-page sites with complexity and 
functionality may do better with a dedicated hosting 
(not dedicated server) package. These specialized 
offerings may cost between 5-10 times as much per 
month and typically include dedicated support, site 
backup services, malware protection, and faster 
connections.

http://vortexmiami.com
https://wordpress.org/
http://www.joomla.org/
https://www.drupal.org/
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2  WordPress - practical content management

As a content management system, WordPress uses 
a database structure of pages and posts to hold 
content. 

Technically speaking, pages and posts can be 
considered “content entries”. The major difference is 
that posts can be displayed on your site organized by 
date, “categories” and “tags” and pages cannot.

A page can carry text and/or visual content as well 
as post content. Posts can contain text and/or visual 
content. Pages and posts can both be optimized for 
search marketing purposes. The fact that posts can 
be organized into “categories” and “tagged” with 
keywords increases your control. 

A category can also be used to define content for a 
page. In other words, a page can be automatically 
populated with posts within the same category. 

WordPress websites can be made up solely of pages 
or posts, or any combination thereof.

According to WordPress experts, there is no 
theoretical limit to the number of pages a site can 

http://vortexmiami.com
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have, although the server the site runs on will have an 
effect on the overall site performance. For extremely 
large sites with thousands of pages or posts, a 
dedicated server may be in order.

Site content is accessed through a web-browser, and 
easily edited using a WYSIWYG text editor built into 
WordPress. The strength of the WordPress platform 
lies in its ease of use. Generally speaking, anyone 
can learn to manage their own website content — 
even without any programming knowledge — after 
watching a few online tutorials or personalized 
training sessions.

WordPress post content needs to be created as a 
standard post or portfolio item. Each type can have its 
own set of categories. 

The standard post format is well-suited to the needs 
of bloggers. The content is generally text-based, but 
can include images. A WordPress blog is actually 
nothing more than a series of “posts,” organized by 
date, category, and tags. 

Categories are more like a table of contents, and can 
be used to group content with broader descriptions.

Tags are individual words or phrases associated with 
posts  that act like the index of a book and may help 
a website visitor find related content among multiple 
posts. 

Portfolio type posts are typically used to make 
up galleries of photos or artwork. The portfolio 
functionality is useful for displaying projects that are 
primarily visual. Photographers or artists, architects, 
graphic and web designers, and other visual type 
professionals can create online portfolios of their work 
easily and quickly. Other businesses, such as building 
contractors or restaurants, may use portfolio items to 
showcase project work or favorite dishes.

In theory, you can use a set of standard posts 
to create a portfolio and vice versa, but the core 
functionality of WordPress makes using portfolio 
posts for primarily visual purposes easier. 

WordPress lets you manage both posts and portfolios 
in a simple way. An advantage of WordPress is that 
all posts and pages can be saved as drafts, made 
private, or published for the public with a simple 
check of a box. This allows the user the chance to edit 
and to choose who has access to their posts. Posts 
 

http://vortexmiami.com
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can also be backdated, which makes it simple to 
transfer older content and still maintain proper dating 
and archiving.

Themes - a way to present pages and posts

Now that you know how the content aspect in 
WordPress is handled, the next issue is to understand 
how it is displayed. 

If you wanted to create a very simple site with little 
styling, the display of your content is determined 
by a “Theme”.  Themes are a set of programming 
instructions. As such, they can be custom-designed 
from scratch to match your brand with a unique 
interface, or you can purchase “off-the-shelf” themes 
from a popular online marketplace. 

Web design and user interface development has been 
greatly simplified by WordPress. There are literally 
thousands of themes that can be easily installed and 
customized by using “child themes.” Custom-built 
themes can be “boot-strapped” to the WordPress 
framework. 

Well-built off-the-shelf themes have the advantage of 
delivering pre-designed templates to handle content 
along with Cascading-style sheet (CSS) code you can 

take advantage of. In addition, they are updated to 
deal with security or add new features. 

The downside of templates is that your site may end 
up looking like everyone else’s who are using the 
same template. Even so, your specialized content 
may be enough to keep your site looking unique. In 
addition, developers sometimes include a popular 
plug-in with their theme, but customize it in a way 
that cannot be modified. 

Bootstrap solutions offer the advantage of delivering 
a custom user interface that’s optimized for a 
particular application or group of people. 

Think of themes as a packaging of Cascading-style 
sheet (CSS) rules combined with “php” server side 
scripting, html text and images that control the way 
your pages and posts are displayed. The visual style 
and arrangement of virtually every element of your 
website can be controlled with CSS “styles”. Instead 
of having to code a content element individually on a 
case by case basis, CSS allows a programmer to have 
“one rule” control multiple elements tagged with the 
same style. With CSS, you can make global changes 
to the visual qualities of your content very easily.

http://vortexmiami.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cascading_Style_Sheets
http://php.net/manual/en/intro-whatcando.php
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Responsive Websites
 
CSS is what makes it possible to build a “responsive” 
website, that is, a site that recognizes the device it’s 
being viewed on. Based on the device, different CSS 
rules apply. 

Before responsive sites, one would have to build 
multiple sites each configured for a specific group of 
devices, or ignore the idea altogether.

As smartphone usage grows, responsive sites are a 
basic requirement for your website visitors. Your site 
may be visited through desktop computers more 
than smartphones, but it’s important to make the 
content accessible to as many visitors as possible, 
and as easily as possible.

Well-designed templates take into consideration the 
multiple ways organizations need to present content 
and provide an off-the-shelf way to do that.

There are many free themes available. The basic 
WordPress installation includes a few reliable ones 
to help you get started. Be wary of installing free 
templates from unknown sources. They can be 

unreliable and may not offer any documentation or 
support should you need it down the road.

Custom themes are useful with specialized types of 
content where a standard template solution may not 
work.

Read this blog to learn more about WordPress 
templates.

http://vortexmiami.com
http://blog.vortexmiami.com/9-key-considerations-when-using-wordpress-templates
http://blog.vortexmiami.com/9-key-considerations-when-using-wordpress-templates
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3  Adding Power with WordPress Plug-ins

As WordPress gained popularity in the early days, ranks 
of developers saw the opportunity to leverage the 
platform in an effort to improve website functionality 
and design. This was made possible by the integration 
of plug-ins to the WordPress framework. You don’t have 
to use plug-ins, but they are an efficient way to expand 
a website’s performance and functionality.

Plug-ins are typically an assembly of cascading style 
sheet (CSS) and Javascript, and may contain html and/
or php code. 

Plug-ins may be used to simplify a repetitive task, 
provide a drag and drop functionality for page 
elements, increase your SEO, and virtually anything 
else you want to do with your website. Many plug-ins 
produce “shortcodes.” A shortcode is a way of wrapping 
your text and imagery in more lengthy pieces of coding 
or scripts. 

How far can one go with plug-ins? There are currently 
over 35,000 to choose from. 

Many plug-ins are free, and others are available 
for purchase. Because WordPress is open-source, 

the directory of plug-ins includes ratings, as well as 
information on the number of times the plug in has 
been downloaded, compatibility, installation tips, and 
support documentation and the developer.

Not all plug-ins are compatible with each other, so 
you want to try and only add what you really need, 
and handle the rest manually. 

In terms of selecting plug-ins, it’s important to 
remember to must examine a number of factors 
including popularity, ratings, and compatibility. Web 
designers who are fluent with WordPress can guide you 
through selection and installation. 

A quick online search can reveal plug-in tips and 
tricks, workarounds, and even video instructional 
guides for just about any need you may have.

Some of the most useful plug-ins fall into these 
general areas:

http://vortexmiami.com
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General page and post design - One of the most 
useful is Visual Composer by WP Bakery, which is 
rapidly gaining popularity. This plug-in adds a super-
friendly drag and drop interface to the WordPress 
page and post editing. A number of add-ons are 
available to increase the power and usefulness of 
Visual Composer.

Animation and Effects – Early on in website 
development, presenting animated graphics was 
challenging. Now, even though you may not require 
these elements, it is easy to display them on your 
site. 

From simple fades, to flipping, rotating, skewing, 
and scaling of objects, all animated effects can be 
achieved with plug-ins.

Forms and Landing Pages - Thanks to plug-ins, 
collecting information from visitors through the use 
of forms, and then exporting form data for import 
into spreadsheets or other databases has been 
greatly simplified. 

Landing pages are made up of content that has 
been specifically created for use with an offer. The 
offer might be a free evaluation or downloadable 

buyer’s guide, advice, instructions, webinar, free 
gift…. virtually anything that will engage your website 
visitors. The primary purpose of landing pages is to 
attract and nurture prospects and leads. Landing 
pages typically are absent of options for navigation 
to other pages in order to encourage the visitor to 
study the offer and then opt-in.

Security – In terms of managing content, WordPress 
allows you to control access and control your site at 
a user level without any plug-ins. In other words, your 
programmer or designer might have administrative 
access and control of all aspects of the site, while 
another user can be restricted to a read-only or 
limited editing role. WordPress allows you to create 
hundreds of users, each with unique profiles and 
levels of control. 

Plug-ins now leverage the user feature for 
membership-oriented e-commerce site where 
content and/or product is only available to registered 
users.

Due to its popularity, the WordPress platform 
and sites are often the target of hackers. Though 
security concerns have lessened over the past few 

http://vortexmiami.com
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years, you still have to take precautions to reduce 
the likelihood of a breach. Fortunately, there are a 
number of security plug-ins available to monitor your 
site and increase protection. One of the most popular 
is IThemes Security Pro. Plug-ins like this one track 
activities, and can help you do things such as hide 
your login page, lock out users after a certain amount 
of login attempts, and more.

E-commerce – WordPress developers offer a myriad 
of tools to help build shopping carts and other online-
ordering and purchase mechanisms. Most tie-in 
with PayPal or can be integrated with credit card 
merchant account systems. WordPress sites can also 
be easily tied into third-party shopping cart systems 
with site pages that are actually external links.

Auto-formatting of repetitive page content – Most 
WordPress sites can be easily maintained through 
the standard text editor that comes with the core 
installation. There are situations when a custom 
set of form fields may simplify the addition or 
modification of page or post content. Plug-ins such 
as Derek Herman’s OptionTree allow web designers 
with some coding knowledge to easily build repeating 
content elements with customized styling. 

Search engine optimization (SEO) – There are a 
number of SEO plug-ins available. These plug-ins 
generally provide the ability to easily customize 
Page Titles or Meta descriptions on a page or a post 
level. More robust solutions allow a user to block 
the indexing of selected pages or posts based on 
a number of factors which may enhance your site’s 
page and post rank. Two of the most popular are 
Yoast’s Wordpress SEO and All-in One SEO.

Site maps, 404 and 301 redirects, etc. – Many 
popular templates provide tools to handle page 
redirects or generation of a sitemap. Custom 
templates may not, and so adding functionality for 
basic site issues like 404 (page not found) errors can 
be very helpful.

Language Translation – You can use Google to 
translate your site into any number of languages 
or customize the translation of posts and pages 
with plug-ins. One of the more powerful language 
translation plug-ins is WPML.

You can start your exploration of plug-ins  
at WordPress.org.

http://vortexmiami.com
https://yoast.com/wordpress/plugins/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/all-in-one-seo-pack/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/
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Shared development
The open-source nature means you get to take 
advantage of the fact that WordPress, themes 
and plug-ins are constantly being improved and 
tweaked. While many plug-ins are free, you can 
encourage further development by making a 
donation to any developer you like.

Shared support 
There are thousands of web designers and 
programmers who use it every day. You will find it 
easy to locate and arrange for additional help when 
you need it. If you choose to hire outside design 
or programming help, be sure to check up on their 
work and references for reliability, honesty, and an 
ethical approach to providing service. When you 
give someone administrative-level access to your 
site, they can install code and programs without 
your permission.

Browser-based editing and design
WordPress’ administrative dashboard can be 
accessed through any web browser. This means 

4  A summary of key advantages

that editing can be done via a desktop computer, 
tablet, or even a smartphone if desired.

Rapid deployment
Thanks to a simplified setup scheme, you can get 
your site up and running within a few hours. If you 
choose to do it yourself, you’ll want to read up on 
the process at WordPress.org. More often, your 
website host can set up and install the framework, 
as well as add a basic menu, with little or no 
additional cost. Most hosting companies can also 
connect you with a website design service, although 
they may not have the level of knowledge about 
design and marketing you require. There is plenty 
of documentation online to help you along. You can 
also search for a graphic and web design specialist 
who can provide that service and more for a fixed 
fee.

Lower maintenance costs 
A benefit of the open-source nature of WordPress 
is that the content platform is constantly being 

http://vortexmiami.com


18

Practical Advantages of Using WordPress 

VORTEX COMMUNICATIONS

improved. The way it has been built allows for press-
button updates both to the core functionality and 
to most plug-ins. If a site is well-built, and uses a 
reliable set of plug-ins and themes, you can manage 
content updating with little need for specialized 
consulting services. 

Distribution of work
Because WordPress content can be managed 
through a web-browser, your design and content 
team can operate from anywhere they have access 
to the internet. This has helped make it possible for 
a designer to be in one place, a writer in another, 
and a site owner somewhere else and still have the 
ability to create cohesive work. The use of contract 
workers is practical and efficient.

Reliability
Since WordPress is “supported” by so many 
programmers and designers, it has grown to be 
a very reliable platform. You’ll find uptime is very 
high, and due to it’s basic structure, problems or 
issues can be resolved quickly. Most web hosting 
companies who host WordPress can offer assistance 
if you need it.

Flexibility
We’ve reviewed the value of plug-ins and themes. 
One of the advantages is that themes can be 
swapped or modified fairly easily. Depending of the 
functionality of a plug-in, many can be updated, 
deactivated and removed without fundamentally 
“breaking” a website.

http://vortexmiami.com
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5  Leveraging WordPress with Strategic Messaging 

With all the benefits and features of WordPress, 
getting a new website up and running is much easier 
than the task was just a few years ago. 

Before you can go about designing and building a 
website, you need to develop a plan for your content. 

Assuming you have a product or service that is in 
demand, the next issue is deciding how you will tell 
your story. 

An important step is to create “buyer personas” that 
help to describe your ideal customers. The process 
of building buyer personas will give you rich insights 
into what your customers want and expect to see on 
your website in terms of content, offers, and value 
propositions.

If your business is selling a product or service, you’ll 
want to keep your main content focused around 
services, and your blogging and post content focused 
on helpful advice that is more likely to be found in web 
search queries. This will help to encourage visitors to 
visit more than one page on your site, and “connect” 
with your brand and offerings.

Next, you’ll want to think about how your content 
is organized and what kind of web design and user 
interface strategy to use. The design and interface 
should align with your brand, be easy to understand 
and navigate, and engage your prospects and leads in 
a meaningful way. Rather than just picking something 
for its visual quality, try to put yourself in the shoes 
of your buyer personas and imagine what kind of 
experience they would enjoy the most.

Current trends suggest that sites should try to build 
an interface around longer vertically or horizontally 
scrolling pages (much like a smartphone interface). 
Consider that using videos and simple animations—
as opposed to “slideshow” type website headers 
or sections—may be a more effective way to keep 
people on your site and interested. A few years ago, 
graphics were very dimensional-looking with shadows 
and the “wet look.” Now, we are in a phase of visual 
simplicity and clarity. As the amount of content on the 
web mushrooms, clarity and simplicity can be a very 
effective way to attract attention and engage visitors.

http://vortexmiami.com
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6  Calling in Reinforcements – The Web Designer

Every organization large or small has to prioritize 
their short and long-term goals and determine 
which activities are the highest priority and highest 
payoff. Designing and building a website is no 
exception. Having a strong website presence should 
be a high priority. Even so, budgeting issues, or 
the prospect of transferring knowledge about your 
product or service can give you cause to hesitate 
before hiring a web design consultant to help move 
the process along. 

Before you choose to do it yourself, consider that an 
expert can probably design and build a website in 
a fraction of the time it takes you to do it yourself. 
You also gain the benefit of a fresh perspective 
on messaging about your product or service, 
programming expertise, insights about interface 
design and accountability.

The question then becomes how do you locate and 
choose a competent web designer or firm that can 
help you with WordPress.

http://vortexmiami.com
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Here are a some basic things you should look for:

• Depth of experience with WordPress
• Detailed estimates of work and associated costs, 

as well as a phased approach with review and 
client feedback cycles built-in

• Defined process for site planning and design
• Understanding of inbound marketing principles
• A positive attitude
• A willingness to push-back when needed
• Alternative concepts based on sound principles
• Staying power and a track record
• Ethical approach to billing and collections
• Training services
• Intermediate to advanced knowledge of SEO and 

PPC

Read this post on using online search and 
traditional referral process may help you find the 
right firm. 

http://vortexmiami.com
http://blog.vortexmiami.com/inbound-marketing-blog/graphic-design-in-florida
http://blog.vortexmiami.com/inbound-marketing-blog/graphic-design-in-florida
http://blog.vortexmiami.com/inbound-marketing-blog/graphic-design-in-florida


22

Practical Advantages of Using WordPress 

VORTEX COMMUNICATIONS

Generating leads with Inbound Marketing

Almost 70% of people searching for products and 
services make first contact with a brand online. 
That means they’re already making decisions about 
whether your offering is a good fit before a real 
person in your sales organization utters a word.

The traditional “push” model of print and broadcast 
advertising has taken a backseat to the “pull” 
model. In the pull model, SEO, PPC, blog, social 
media, and website content is all used to attract 
prospects and leads, nurture and then close a sale 
online or in person.

Inbound marketing orchestrates “pull” activities 
around an understanding of your organization’s 
buyer personas.

Implementing inbound marketing requires having a 
website that offers compelling calls-to-action and 
forms that allow you to gather data about visitors, 
which will then can be used for a sales nurturing 
process. 

7

Although WordPress does not have inbound 
marketing features built into its core functionality, 
the tools can be added through plug-ins and 
integration with third-party systems such as 
Hubspot. Sophisticated inbound marketing systems 
allow for CRM, smart, dynamic content, and 
workflows, which are “triggered” events based on a 
website visitor’s actions.

Inbound marketing programs can be managed  
in-house, or you can locate a specialist in your area. 
Depending on the scope of service, and size of your 
business, monthly retainers can start in the low 
thousands and rise accordingly.

http://vortexmiami.com
http://vortexmiami.com/graphic-design-that-sells/inbound-marketing-services-miami/
http://www.hubspot.com/
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8  Site Optimization and Paid Ads

Having a website is one thing; getting found, and 
engaging visitors is another. You can attract traffic 
to your site through organic means —such as search 
engine optimization (SEO) — or you can used paid 
means of advertising your site — pay-per-click 
(PPC). Because search engines “index” your content 
on a page level, and not a site level, page structure 
and content is more important than the site as a 
whole. With the rise of social media and other forms 
of content publishing and sharing, a business has to 
think about on-page and off-page optimization. 

There is a whole industry of search optimization 
specialists who combine organic and paid means 
to help businesses get found. Many web design 
firms also offer this service in a holistic approach to 
website development. 

One way to think about optimization is that PPC 
provides immediate results, but only lasts as long 
as you “pay.”

Organic optimization requires additional effort 
and may take longer but provides a lasting effect 

by providing web and blog content which once 
indexed, is available worldwide.

You can learn more about SEO and PPC here:

• Search Engine Watch

• Moz.com - Basic SEO

• Moz.com - Advanced SEO

• Learning SEO from the Experts

• Google Adwords

• Yahoo/Bing Industry Advertising

http://vortexmiami.com
http://searchenginewatch.com/
http://moz.com/blog/category/basic-seo
http://moz.com/blog/category/advanced-seo
http://offers.vortexmiami.com/learn-seo-from-the-experts-0?
https://www.google.com/adwords/benefits/
https://advertising.yahoo.com/Industries/index.htm
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Conclusion

There are many website building tools now 
available with additional choices expanding over 
time.

As a well-established platform, WordPress is a 
smart choice. It offers ease-of-use, flexibility and 
reliability. Due to it’s widespread adoption, their 
are many professionals across the globe who can 
assist in the design and development of a website.

Ultimately, the process of building a site has been 
greatly simplified with WordPress and has helped 
to make website marketing accessible for everyone. 
Consequently, the importance of superior content, 
and search marketing has also increased its value.

In order to increase the success of your efforts, 
set aside time to plan your content and messaging 
BEFORE you jump into building or updating your 
website.

http://vortexmiami.com


To learn more about how Vortex can assist you with your website and 
brand’s online search visibility through inbound marketing activities, 
contact us today.

Vortex is an experienced team of web design and print communications 
professionals who assist organizations with building their brand, 
expanding awareness and growing markets through creative design 
solutions.

vortexmiami.com
305.667.6662

Liked what you read?
Why not learn more through our 
design and marketing blog?

http://www.vortexmiami.com
http://vortexmiami.com
mailto:tweinkle%40vortexmiami.com?subject=Let%27s%20talk%20about%20optimizing%20our%20website
http://vortexmiami.com/
http://blog.vortexmiami.com/
http://blog.vortexmiami.com/

